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FECTU asbl  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

March 18th  2017 – Polytechnical Institute
Bragança (Portugal)
Duration : 14.30 p.m. – 18.00 p.m.
FECTU members – Present :
United Kingdom :
BRITISH HORSE LOGGERS : Chris Wadsworth  
France:


HIPPOTESE: Deny Fady, Michel Carrel
Switzerland :

IG ARBEITSPFERDE: Monika Rytz, Ernst Rytz
Austria :

              ÖIPK: Matthias Penner, Agnes Huspeka 
Spain :

              ANTA LA ESTEVA: Abel Ibanez Marti, Cesc Aldabo, Carlos Hernandez
Portugal:                            APTRAN  Joao Rodrigues, Licinio Castro, Joao Nunes
Germany:                           IGZ Reinhard Scharnhölz

Luxembourg:                      IDAC Pit Schlechter

Poland:                               PSUiPKR Grazyna Polak

FECTU Members – Absent / Excused :

SUOMEN TYOHEVOSSEURA

FORENINGEN ARBEIDSHESTEN

FÖRENINGEN SVERIGES HÄSTKÖRARE
SCHHA
CECD

CHEVAL&FORET

FNCT

IWHA

FECTU-members who stopped their activities
AACAITPR

Associations / Organizations/Groups -  Excused :

SCHAFF MAT PÄERD (Luxembourg) Paul Schmit

NOI E IL CAVALLO (Italy) Albano Moscardo
Guests:
Erhard Schroll, Karla Ebert, Pablo Alcantara, Maria Paz Gardiazabal
1.Welcome on behalf of the organizer
The chairman of APTRAN, Joao Rodrigues, welcomes the international guests as well as Prof. Amilcar Teixeira, sub-director of the Agricultural Highschool  at the Polytechnical Institute of Bragança and Mr. Hernani Dias, the maior of Bragança. He thanks the Polytechnical Institute for putting at disposal a meeting room and other facilities. APTRAN has, since it’s foundation, a profound relation to the Highschool . This is very important and creates promising synergies.
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The mayor warmly welcomes the FECTU in Bragança and gives a short overview of the characteristics and the assets of his town.

Prof. Teixeira greets the guests and wishes a successful meeting. He also stresses the importance of linking FECTU and the Agricultural Highschool , with Joao Rodrigues acting as the contact person. Animal traction - especially in mountain areas - is one of the common issues.   

2 .President’s address and report
Pit Schlechter thanks Joao Rodrigues and his association APTRAN for organizing the FECTU AGM in Bragança and for their generous hospitality. He also thanks the vice-chairman of the Agricultural School and the maior of Bragança for accepting to attend the opening of the meeting. He stresses the importance of collaboration between the academic sector and the practitioners. This gives the FECTU reliable figures and data, more weight and authority. In return FECTU can provide empiric data and practical experience for scientific research.
The chairman askes the FECTU delegates to fill in the list of participants.

He asks if any organisation has got a proxy from another member association. This is not the case.
Monika Rytz (IG Arbeitspferde) and Joao Nunes (APTRAN) accept to take notes for the  report of the Annual General Meeting. 
The chairman thanks the usual helpers and contributors:

Nina Passicot and Monika Rytz (report of the AGM 2016), Erhard Schroll ( website ) Reinhard Scharnhölz,
Jean-Louis Cannelle, Andreas Radauer and Cesc Aldabo ( members of the board), Cesc Aldabo and Erhard 

Schroll ( DAN-team), Therese Grosswiele (initiator of the Interreg project Danube regions) and all those
who contributed their ideas and comments to different projects and initiatives.
report 
On the day of the AGM 2017 FECTU has 17 members. 

The Italian association AACAITPR is no longer a FECTU  member. Several e-mails sent to the chairman of  the association showed no reaction.

Since the AGM 2016  6 FECTU-INFOs have been spread.

FECTU attended:

23 July 2016 Offenburg (Germany) at the Euro-Cheval Horse Fair:  Presentation on working horses in French cities : hardly any audience.
27/ 28 August:   Route du Trait Comtois in Magny Court (France)
15/ 16 September:  Equi-meeting - very important and successful meeting on horses in urban surroundings (see FECTU-INFO 2016/7)
6 -8 October Symposium on animal traction in mountain areas at the MOUNTAINS 2016 Conference Bragança 
        Joao Rodrigues reports about the symposium organized by APTRAN and FECTU ( see FECTU INFO 2016/6). As a result an article written by Joao presenting the current situation of animal traction worldwide, its constraints, assets and development in the XXIst  century is meant to be published in  The Open Agriculture Journal.
 ( https://benthamopen.com )
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In December 2013 the FECTU submitted an application to the Luxembourgian authorities for being acknowledged as a “non profit making organisation of public utility“. Although FECTU asked several times to have an answer from the Ministry of Justice, there was no reaction. Therefor the chairman addressed the Minister directly in a letter on 23 October 2016. On 29 November 2016 there was an answer that the request had just been transferred to the Ministry of Finances. It was returned to the Ministry of Justice in January and it has finally been submitted to the final consulting commission. According to an officer of the Ministry a final decision is supposed to be given to the FECTU within the next month. 
Julie Girling, British member of the EU Parliament,  wrote a report with the support of the European Horse Network regarding the welfare of horses and donkeys in the EU. The report has been approved by the European Parliament on March 14th by 656 out of 696 MEPs voting. It will now be passed to the European Commission with recommendation for action.
(see FECTU-INFO 2016/7 and attachments) The full document is available on the internet. Search for:

 REPORT on responsible ownership and care of equidae -A8-0014/2017   
Hard copies of the European Horse Network leaflet on HORSES AND ENVIRONMENT are handed out to the delegates. 
                      …………………..                       
3.  Financial report  and full discharge to the Board of Direction
A printed version of the statement of accounts for the past year was given to the delegates of the member-associations and commented.  

After checking the accounts and the related documents, Monika Rytz ( IG-Arbeitspferde) and Deny Fady (HIPPOTESE) propose that full discharge be given to the Board of Direction by the participants to the Annual General Meeting which is unanimously accepted. (The provisional budget for 2017 will be discussed after the presentations of the projects planned for the coming year.)
4.  Nomination of 2016 fiscal year auditors
Monika Rytz and Deny Fady accept to be appointed as auditors for 2017 fiscal year  
5.  FECTU’s projects
Draught Animal News
Concerning the DRAUGHT ANIMAL NEWS Cesc Aldabo (ANTA La Esteva) reports.

Thanks to the Worldwide Donkey Breeds Project based at the University of Cordoba FECTU had the opportunity to use the mailing list of this project in order to inform about the existence of the DAN and invite people to contribute. Interest was shown from people in different countries.
As many people tried to submit adverts instead of serious contributions there has been a technical change regarding the submission, which is not automatic anymore. Every submission is filtered by the editor now.

A new opportunity to boost the DAN could be a future collaboration with The Donkey Sanctuary, one of the most important equine welfare organizations, based in the UK and active in 35 developing countries worldwide.( www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk   ) Joao Rodrigues has become an official collaborator of this organization and made contact on behalf of FECTU. The proposal to work together, not only regarding the DAN, was welcomed. The two organizations now discuss the possible future collaboration, where both 
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sides could contribute their specific knowledge, competence, know-how and contacts. This would be a win- 
win situation. Possibly the partnership could also facilitate the contacts to the FAO, for instance regarding the new FAO project on mechanization in agriculture. ( see below )
WWOOF
According to a decision in the AGM in 2016  ANTA-La Esteva made contact to WWOOF-Spain in order to see how a collaboration could look like. The result was rather disappointing. That’s why ANTA la Esteva decided to try another strategy. The organization will check, whether the working horse users interested in accepting wwoofers are in a position to do so. Then these farms become members of the WWOOF network, paying 35 € a year. This way they are covered by the WWOOF insurance system. The farms will be listed on the website of ANTA la Esteva and wwoofers can then register through the WWOOF network. Meanwhile ANTA la Esteva even decided to reimburse the yearly fee to the farms that show to be reliable.

Regarding the proposal made by the Swedish association Föreningen Sveriges Hästkörare to make a national and international list of farms working with horses and accepting trainees and visitors, Cesc says that, regarding the trainees, it would not be a problem to apply the same system. 

Regarding the idea of receiving visitors and guests on the farms, the best way would probably be if FECTU members would make such a list for their own country first and put it on their website together with the WWOOF farms. In a second step it would be easy to link all these lists on the FECTU website.    

Pilot farms in Moldova
Regarding the project of pilot farms using living horse power for  producing organic seeds in Moldova, there is no progress for the moment, although the contact person in Moldova is still interested. 

Contact visits to Romania ADEPT

FECTU has made contact to the ADEPT Foundation in Romania. The aim of this Romanian-British organization is to “protect Transylvania’s unique farmed landscapes, their biodiversity and the farming communities who live within them.” www.fundatia-adept.org  

The plan is a visit of some FECTU delegates to Romania in autumn 2017 in order to have an idea of the current use of working horses in rural areas and to find out whether there is an interest for closer contacts and exchanges between Romanian stakeholders and FECTU. Many aspects must be taken into account, e.g. the fact that in Romania horse drawn vehicles are banned on national roads, the psychological attitude of the local people regarding the use of horses versus tractors, the animal welfare issue etc.  
EIP- AGRI  European Innovation Partnership –

innovation in sustainable forest management 

European Innovation Partnerships are a new approach to EU research and innovation. One of the EIPs, called EIP-Agri, deals with agricultural sustainability and productivity. It creates different Focus Groups on specific issues. 23 Focus Groups have been set up since 2013. Every group has 20 experts. A special Focus Group on New forest practices and tools for adaptation and mitigation of climate change will be set up soon, bringing together farmers, foresters, advisors, researchers and agri-business representatives. The call for experts has been launched, the deadline for application is 23 March. 
The AGM discussed about a possible application. This would mean that FECTU would have to delegate somebody who could attend the meetings and make contributions to the debates. Moreover this delegate
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 will have to be “fed” with the needed information and arguments regarding modern ways of using working 
horses in forestry. The overall opinion was that FECTU should try to enter the Focus Group, as there are real opportunities for working horses in forestry which could be ignored if nobody in the Focus Group is really promoting this technology. Meanwhile FECTU has enough good contacts to scientific researchers (e.g. via the scientific institutions based in Bragança )  and to many practitioners   to provide reliable arguments. It was decided that Pit Schlechter should apply for the Focus Group. 
Science based projects/research 

It seems that research and science based projects regarding working animals become more important and that animal traction comes back on an academic level.
Paul Schmit and his association “Schaff mat Päerd” work on a project on organic farming in Germany and are preparing another project in Sweden together with horse breeding societies and the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences  on measurements of different aspects of the pulling process. Tests are supposed to be started start in 2018 over three years with 600 horses of 4 different breeds involved.
( see very interesting website www.schaffmatpaerd)

The same issue is treated by Hugo Sanhueza et. al. (National University of Colombia) in a report on electronic measurements of traction forces in agriculture. The final document will be spread as soon as it will be available.
Ranko Gantner et. al. (University of Osijek in Croatia) wrote an article comparing cost effectiveness of feeding  horses versus fuelling a diesel powered tractor in ploughing operation. It will be spread as soon as it is published.
Joao Rodrigues points out that the Polytechnical Institute of Bragança is very interested in the animal traction issue and will probably come out with results within the next years.

New FAO website on mechanization  
Hugo Sanhueza ( National University of Colombia)  draws the attention to a new FAO website on mechanization in agriculture. This website also runs a database for agricultural machinery and implements including equipment designed for human and animal power. P. Schlechter wrote an e-mail to the director of this project offering the collaboration of FECTU especially regarding new machinery from Europe and the US. (Website: www.fao.org/sustainable-agricultural-mechanization/en/ )  
Horse Progress Days

The FECTU chairman has been invited to present the current situation of the working horse industry in Europe at the Horse Progress Days 2017 in Pennsylvania.                    

6.Points raised by the members concerning FECTU
IDAC - INTERREG project  Danube region
Therese Grosswiele finally managed to find partners for a new INTERREG Project  in the Danube region, including  Baden-Württemberg (Germany), Slovenia, Hungary,  Romania, Bulgaria, Bosnia-Herzegovina. Subject: ”Horse based mobility for Green Tourism”. The consortium consists of private and public studs, regional development agencies, a university, NGOs (green transport; economic development), public authorities, tourism related organisations. FECTU has accepted to be involved as an “associated Strategic Partner”.
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The project proposal will be submitted in the category “Environment and culture responsible Danube region – Sustainable use of natural and cultural heritage and resources” in May 2017, the decision concerning the agreement by the EU authorities to be taken end of 2017.
  ÖIPK -Workhorse users on trial
Andreas Radauer, chairman of the Austrian association ÖIPK , asks for information and advice regarding the issue of horse drivers on trial. When working horses are involved in an accident, often the expert asked for an expertise relies on the Achenbach driving method to assess whether the horse driver/handler behaved in a responsible way or not. He has no other guidelines to refer to. As a consequence, the insurance companies follow the same way. Obviously this is unfair when the horse was used for instance as a pack-animal or for logging. The ÖIPK asked for advice from lawyers specialized in insurance regulations. They recommend to work out specific guidelines on a national or international level in order to have an alternate to Achenbach when it comes to a trial. Of course the driver/handler will be supposed to act according to these specific guidelines and possibly must pass a test in order to have a kind of licence comparable with riding or horse-driving licences.
The guidelines should consider the use of working horses on roads ( e.g. forecarts with hayrakes on their way to the field) and off the roads (agriculture, forestry, tourism …)

The ÖIPK  started to work on this project together with lawyers and would very much appreciate if other FECTU members could contribute existing guidelines, experiences, comments etc. Meanwhile Wolfgang Ehmeyer ( ÖIPK) is trying to follow the procedure for being himself acknowledged as an expert.

Manu de Meulenaer (IDAC) provided some hints regarding the legal side of the issue. They will be forwarded to the ÖIPK. 

Grazyna Polak ( PSUiPKR) reports that carriage drivers must have a specific licence if they offer carriage tours in Cracow. Pictures of an exhausted horse have been posted on Facebook in Poland leading to a debate in the Parliament regarding a possible ban of carriages.

The overall impression of the AGM is, that as a matter of fact FECTU would be the most competent institution for nominating experts. The intention of Wolfgang Ehmeyer is considered as being a very good approach. The issue is not so much a question of respecting Achenbach or any other handbook. The judge will have to decide whether the driver/handler of the horse(s) 1. respected the existing regulations on traffic and on technical equipment of horse-drawn vehicles and 2. behaved in a responsible way. The role of the expert is to explain to the court what responsible behaviour in a certain situation means.

The AGM asks ÖIPK to continue to work on  possible solutions to this general issue as a project-leader  and to exchange with the other FECTU members.   
7.Decision regarding the number of FECTU board members from 2018 on

The AGM decided to stay with 5 board members for the years 2018 – 2020

8.Setting of the membership fee for 2018
Considering the fact that FECTU has enough reserves to even cope with some unpredictable expenses the membership fee for 2018 is fixed to 100 Euro by the AGM.  
9.Agreement of the provisional budget for 2017
As there are no specific new projects for the coming year, it is difficult to dress a provisional budget beyond the usual expenses. The participants to the Annual General Meeting discussed the provisional budget for 2017-2018  and agreed upon a final version which will be sent to the member-associations. 
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10.Various
FECTU-AGM in 2018 . Lars-Göran Göransson announces that his association Föreningen Sveriges Hästkörare applies for hosting the FECTU Annual meeting next year in Stockholm. The invitation is welcomed by the AGM.
Horse Logging Championship 2017    
2017  at the PferdeStark  GERMANY ( www.pferdestark.de )
Horse Logging Championship 2018
 Oystein Lien ( Foreningen Arbeidshesten – Norway) confirms the application for organizing the Horse Logging Championship together with Danish friends in Denmark in August 2018 at the Norre Vosborg estate on the western coast. The Horse Logging Championship would be part of a bigger event including if possible: demonstrations of old equipment and techniques for haymaking, a European Horse Ploughing Championship, different categories of Horse Driving, a riding competition for Icelandic horses, auctions     ( horse drawn vehicles, old tractors …) , exhibition of modern equipment for working with horses. Estimated number of visitors 3000-5000.
The AGM accepts the application.
          Report by P. Schlechter with the help of Monika Rytz and Joao Nunes           April 2017     
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